Rodeo shows 


Centennial Rodeo Opry 
Theater will show first- 
run, independent, foreign 
and documentary films 
seven days a week. 
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EDUCATION 


Emergency 
teacher 
certificates 
pass 2,500 


BY TIM WILLERT 
Staff Writer 
twillert@oklahoman.com 


The number of unlicensed and non- 
traditionally trained teachers in Okla- 
homa classrooms continues to grow by 
the hundreds. 

On Thursday, the state Board of 
Education approved 412 more emer- 
gency teacher certificates issued to 
school districts that lack qualified 
candidates to fill teaching vacancies. 

Since June, the panel has approved 
2,565 certificates. That’s 590 more 
than were approved over the previous 
12 months. 

“We continue to feel the full brunt 
of the teacher shortage,” state schools 
Superintendent Joy Hofmeister said. 
“Districts still have certified positions 
open without qualified applicants to 
fill them. 

“We are grateful to those who have 
stepped in when others have stepped 
out of the profession, but this is our 
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Joe Exotic 
enters plea; 
trial date set 


BY NOLAN CLAY 
Staff Writer 
nclay@oklahoman.com 


The Oklahoma zookeeper known 
as Joe Exotic first became known on a 
national level when he ran for presi- 
dent in 2016 as an independent. 

In a quirky campaign video featured 
on a popular HBO show, he walked 
around inside a big cat enclosure, 
vowed to not cut his hair or change the 
way he dressed and described himself 
as gay and broke. 

“Wow! Just wow,” talk-show host 
John Oliver said to laughs. 

This month, he made national news 
again when an Oklahoma grand jury 
returned a murder-for-hire indict- 
ment against him and he was arrested 
in Florida. 

On Thursday, he was arraigned in 
Oklahoma City federal court on the 
two-count indictment. 
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Joe Exotic, shown after arrest in Florida 
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Hearing turns 


into partisan fight 


e OKLAHOMAN.COM 


ABOVE: Phoenix prosecutor Rachel Mitchell points to a map as she questions Christine Blasey Ford at the Senate Judiciary Commit- 
tee hearing on Thursday on Capitol Hill in Washington. [PHOTO BY TOM WILLIAMS, POOL IMAGE VIA AP] TOP LEFT: Ford testifies to the Senate 
Judiciary Committee on Thursday. [PHOTO BY SAUL LOEB, POOL PHOTO VIA AP] TOP RIGHT: Brett Kavanaugh testifies. [AP PHOTO] 


Kavanaugh, Ford provide emotional testimony 


BY LISA MASCARO AND ALAN FRAM 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — In an extraordi- 
nary and highly emotional day of 
Senate testimony, California psy- 
chology professor Christine Bla- 
sey Ford quietly recounted her 
“100 percent” certainty Thursday 
that Supreme Court nominee Brett 
Kavanaugh had sexually assaulted 
her when they were teenagers. He 
angrily declared he was “100 per- 
cent certain” he did no such thing. 

They both said the event and the 
public controversy that has erupted 
36 years later had altered their lives 
forever and for the worse — perhaps 
the only thing they agreed on during 
a long day of testimony that was a 
study in contrasts of tone, as well as 
substance. 

The hearing was a stunning public 
airing of a partisan fight — charged 
with explosive gender politics. The 
future of a high court, and poten- 
tially control of Congress, hangs in 
the balance. 

Senators were left to decide 
whether the long day tipped their 
confirmation votes for or against 


President Donald Trump’s nomi- 
nee. 

Coming forward publicly for the 
first time, Ford quietly told the 
nation and the Senate Judiciary 
Committee her long-held secret 
of the alleged assault in a locked 
room at a gathering of friends when 
she was just 15. The memory — and 
Kavanaugh’s laughter during the 
act — was “locked” in her brain, she 
said: “100 percent.” Hours later, 
Kavanaugh angrily denied it, alter- 
nating aloud, defiant tone with near 
tears as he addressed the Senate 
Judiciary Committee. 

“You have replaced ‘advice and 
consent’ with ‘search and destroy,’” 
he said, referring to the Constitu- 
tion’s charge to senators’ duties in 
confirming high officials. 

What happens next may hinge 
on what Trump and his Republican 
allies think about the display in what 
could become a defining moment for 
a party that has struggled to retain 
female voters. The GOP-controlled 
committee was scheduled to vote 
Friday morning on whether to push 
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TRUMP SHAKEN BY 
FORD, BUT PLEASED 
WITH KAVANAUGH 


Glued to high-stakes testimony 
on his Supreme Court nominee, 
President Donald Trump and his 
allies were shaken by Chris- 

tine Blasey Ford’s emotional 
appearance on Capitol Hill but 
heartened by Judge Brett Kavana- 
ugh’s forceful pushback against 
the woman who accused him of 
sexual misconduct. After seeing 
Ford’s powerful testimony, White 
House aides and allies expressed 
concern that Kavanaugh, whose 
nomination already seemed 

to be teetering, would have an 
uphill climb to deliver a strong 
enough showing to match hers. 
But Trump was encouraged by 
Kavanaugh’s passionate denials 
of Ford’s claims, including the 
judge’s tearful description of the 
impact the accusations had on 
his family. 
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